WJEC A2   - Know Your Examination

The Topic Areas

(a) Environmental Issues, including technology pollution, global warming, transport, energy, nuclear energy, renewable energies, conservation, recycling, sustainability.

(b) Social and Political Issues, including the role of the media, racism, immigration, social exclusion and integration, terrorism, world of work (employment, commerce, globalization, etc)

Unit 3 – Oral (15-20 minutes)   

20% of A2 grade

Conducted and marked by an external examiner

Part 1 – Structured discussion (6 minutes)

You will be given a text (150-200 words) linked to one of the topics.

You will have 15 minutes preparation time and you may make brief notes to take into the exam.   The notes must be handed to the examiner at the end.

You will be asked a few questions, and then you will give opinions and exchange views with the examiner.

Part 2 – Oral exposé (10 minutes)
You will prepare an oral on a book, film or region.   It can be one from the prescribed list or one of your choice.
You will present your subject for a maximum of 4 minutes and will then chat with the examiner on the subject and on related issues.   The discussion will last roughly twice as long as the presentation.
You may refer to brief notes of 5 to 10 headings.   The notes must be handed to the examiner at the end.

	Mark scheme
	/60

	Structured discussion – communication
	20

	Oral exposé - communication
	20

	Accuracy
	5

	Range and variety
	5

	Pronunciation / Intonation
	10


Unit 4 – Listening, Reading and Writing (3 hours)   

30% of A2 grade

Listening

You will do this individually on a walkman/discman/MP3.   You should become familiar with operating it well before the exam.  Make sure it has a rewind function.

Recordings will be authentic material reflecting a range of every day situations, e.g. news items, informal dialogue and discussions of a formal nature.   You will not need to understand every detail to complete the exam.
Reading

You will complete a range of tasks on passages of varying lengths.

Writing
You will write one essay from a choice of two.

Although, there will be variations from year to year, the questions on the paper will be set out roughly as follows:

Q1.
Listening & Responding – Questions and answers in English (6 marks)
Q2.
Reading & Responding – Questions and answers in English, gap fill, questions and answers in Spanish (22 marks)

Q3.
Translation into Spanish (25 marks)

Q4.
One essay in TL of 400 words on a book, film or region.   This must be different from the subject of your oral exposé in Unit 3 (45 marks)

	Q4 mark scheme
	/45

	Quality of response
	15

	Knowledge of book / film / region
	10

	Accuracy
	10

	Range and idiom
	10


